
Signs/Symptoms 
or Concern for 

Gallbladder 
disease

Labs: CBC w/diff, 
CMP, direct 
bilirubin, lipase, 
HCG if indicated

RUQ 
Ultrasound

Gallstone 
pancreatitis

Acute 
Cholecystitis

Choledocho- 
lithiasis

GB wall >3mm
Pericholecystic 

fluid

CBD enlarged 
for age

Lipase >3x ULN
+gallstones

ACS admission
NPO, IVF as indicated

ACS admission
NPO, IVF as indicated
Zosyn

ACS admission
NPO, IVF as indicated

RUHS Gallbladder 
Emergency Department Pathway

If HIDA / MRCP needed: 
admit to ACS OBS

ED can order the study, 
but will not delay 
admission

Admission orders within 
2 hrs of consult


